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Annual Beach Cleanup

● Invite residents to help clean the 

beach

● Get the youth involved and 

influence the youth to lead Global 

Change by educating them about 

plastic pollution.

A&E Straws

● Etsy shop. I sell Stainless Steel 

Straw Sets.

● 20% of sales goes to the beach 

cleanup (supplies, activity books, 

gifts)



Plastic Straw 
Problem

● Straws make the top 10 list of litter items found 

during International Coastal Cleanup Day

● Americans use over 500 million straws every day. 

● Plastic waste takes up to 1000 years to 

decompose in landfills

● Banning straws is a great idea for cities that have 

already banned and tax plastic bags



Resources 
● Donated Stainless Steel Straws 

to local non profit 

organizations

● Invited to join  a group of 

advocates. We brainstormed 

and shared ideas and resources.

● Implemented Lonely Whale 

Foundation blueprint found on 

their website. 

● Divide into small groups(15)

● Each group had different roles 

and responsibilities.

● Group A- Attend city council 

meetings

● Group B- Start a dialogue with  

residents bring awareness 

about plastic pollution.

● Group C- Visit restaurants. 

Inform managers about straws 

and share helpful resources. 

● Lonely Whale Toolkit 



Lonely Whale Toolkit
Section 1: 

Plastic Straw facts

Section 2: 

Different ways of joining the movement

Section 3: 

Helpful Toolkits to spread the word(stop 

sucking PSA in 25 languages, ChatBot, 

Social Media kit)

Section 4: 

Tips and resources



Step 1: Talk to Residents

Sign a pledge. Sign a petition to give to the 

city

Spread the word on social platforms



Step 2: Talk to Restaurants
Venue Kit

● Aligning your Assets

         -Commitment 

statement Templates 

● Supporting your Staff

       - Educating the staff 

on plastic pollution

        -Downloadable 

training presentation and 

plastic straw fact sheet



Start a Petition
1. Decide how many signatures you want or 

need(talk to your city council)

a. Talk to the community leaders to get 

their opinion 

b. Discuss with family and neighbors

c. Organize discussion groups

2. Research and find out what’s already being 

done.

3. Start drafting a petition

a. Identify your mission. Make sure to be 

persuasive with your petition.

b. Explain how this change will impact 

you, your family, and the city

c. Be clear. Ask yourself question that 

you might ask

1.  Find out if a specific form is required

2. Get plenty of volunteers to help collect 

signatures

a. Give your volunteers the material 

and training they need.

3. Produce the final product

a. Collect completed petitions and 

deliver them to the appropriate 

office

4. Use Social Media 

a. Bring more attention by 

attracting people who are more 

adept to social platforms



Results/Summary

● 54 Restaurants to ban plastic 

straws

● Restaurants decided to go with 

paper straws

● Carmel city is in the works of 

banning straws 

● Residents are aware and want to 

participate in helping reduce 

single use items in their personal 

lives

● Residents tend to underestimate 

how much power one has.

● #1 Advice- Build a relationship 

with your city leaders. City council. 

○ You need them as much as 

you do. 

○ Makes a city stronger

○ Attend public meetings

● Best way to get started is to talk to 

your City council members.  



Thank You
Download the kit -  www.strawlessocean.org

A&E Straw Shop -  aandestraws.shop

Instagram -  @aandestraws

Twitter - @aandestraws

Annual Ocean’s Beach Cleanup - 

www.facebook.com/oceanscoastalcleanup/


